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empirically by it, experience is far from explicit invention
through scientific method. Nor is he to be charged with
the narrowness of some of his followers of exalting one phase
of the thought process to the exclusion of all others, or iden-
tifying the test of knowledge with the source from which all
knowledge is obtained. Bacon's educational interpreters are
next to be considered.
Wolfgang Ratke (Ratichius or Ratich), who lived from 1571
to 1635, first formulated in educational terms those ideas con-
cerning the new subject-matter of study and the new methods
of investigation conducive to the advancement of human wel-
fare that were a part of the new spirit of the early seven-
teenth century, and were first definitely formulated by Bacon.
The early formulation of the new educational ideas by
Ratke was presented to several princes and cities, and finally
to the Diet of the German Empire at Frankfort in 1612. In
this presentation, which attracted attention as well by its nov-
elty as by its scope, Ratke claimed : (i) By his new method
to be able to teach Latin, Greek, and Hebrew tongues more
thoroughly and in a much shorter time than had hitherto been
devoted even to the one; (2) by use of the vernacular as the
basis for instruction, to give to all children a thorough knowl-
edge of all the arts and sciences; (3) through the continual use
of the vernacular and the new methods to bring about the use of
one language among all the German people in place of the
multitudinous dialects, and thus to lay the basis in the uniform
language for uniformity in religion and ultimately uniformity
in government. This plan, submitted to the examination of
representatives of two university faculties, was approved in
both cases.
Ratke, however, failed of the success in the practical appli-
cation of his ideas that he attained in their theoretical pre-
sentation. Having interested, in succession, the Pfalzgrave
of Marburg, the Larigrave of Darmstadt, the Duchess of
Weimar, the municipal authorities of Augsburg and of Frank